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The Steve F. Jones Ranch house (Spring Hi11l Ranch house) is 2
striking three-story structure built on & viuff ovérlooking the Fox
creek valley north of Strong City.

A native of Tennessee, Jones nad renched in Texas and Colorado
before moving to Chase county, Kansas, in 1876, He purchased several
farms and ranches and became one of the lergest snd most important
yanchers in the ares. Although he was primarily a cattleman and
stock-raiser, he had substantial lumber and banking interests in
nearby Strong City. ' _

His large stone house was Huilt in 1881 by men who nad also
worked on the Chase County Courthouse eight years earlier. With.
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its manserd roof and dormer windows the house reflected some of
the same Henalssance influence as the Courthouse. .
The Jones Ranch house 1s architecturally significant in that
it represents s blending of Renalssance influence end FPlains
-+ Vernacular architecture. The house and cutbulldings together
present a composite grouping of rural buildings, using a gingle
building material and functioning as & unite
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